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I remembered it differently is the title of Arik Levy’s second exhibition at Setareh Gallery. In line with
this quotation, which alludes to the complexity of human memory, the exhibition aims to establish
a dialogue between the viewer and the mindset of the artist. Akin to a trip around the world during
the course of which other countries and cultures are experienced within a short period of time, visitors to the exhibition are invited to continually face different moods and situations. And similar to
the experience of a journey, the motif of absence – capable of provoking self-doubt and self-reflection – is intrinsic to the majority of these works, thus perhaps enabling a sheer wealth of approaches.
Arik Levy’s point of departure for his sculptures and paintings is the relationship between nature and
‘human nature’. In everyday life, the perception of our environment is largely based on our memory,
which reacts on a rational as well as emotional level. When viewing Levy’s works of art, the viewer’s
perception and interpretation open up an additional dimension and liveliness in his works, transferring narratives into a different context, nature into a complex social fabric, order into chaos, and
the static into the kinetic. On the basis of this interdependency between nature and perception, the
exhibition presents new series of Levy’s works.
The series FacetFormation is based on individual ‘facets’, which – a mere second ago – had been
parts of a complete and perfect form, but which can now no longer be joined into a whole. Instead,
they transform or rather mutate into completely new forms, similar to human beings who must
constantly reinvent themselves in different social contexts. In Levy’s oeuvre, this series represents
the transition from the abstract to the figurative, in the process of which a minimal form evolved.
Levy made a similar experience while working on the series Mineralized World – paintings that Setareh Gallery exhibited two years ago. Like those paintings, the series FacetFormation reveals views
of a fixed point in time and space.

FixingNature, a series that Levy began work on ten years ago, unfolds the ambivalence between
fragility and intimacy of the objects displayed, and the longing for the eternal or even for immortalisation. Twigs, logs and similar objects found in nature are bundled with bandages. This moment of
healing the wound is carried into the future by the use of bronze that withstands the rotting process.
Red Globules and White Globules – photographic paintings on aluminium composite panels – likewise combine the fragility as well as the energy of human life with the power of nature. Life and the
recurrence of life are symbolically shown in the combination of the vital blood corpuscles transporting oxygen and nutrients through our bodies – represented in Levy’s work by the old tree branches.
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